Sunday 13 September 2025

SERMON TOPIC: Unity in the family of God
) BIBLE TEXT: Ephesians 4:1-6
PREACHER: Chris Pretorius

ﬂr ELDER ON DUTY: Jacob du Toit
OFFERINGS:
CHRISTIAN .
REFORMED CHURCH 1st Collection: The work of the Church

2nd Collection: MAMA Gift account

Charlie Kirk Died: A Turning Point ~ by Pastor Chris Pretorius

We used to say that martyrdom didn't really happen in the west. We might face increasing
opposition to our beliefs, but Christian persecution is pretty minor in countries like ours. Today
Charlie Kirk, founder of Turning Point USA, was shot dead. | have seen the footage. There was a
lot of blood. But as Tertullian famously said “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church”.

Some of us, myself included, woke up to this news this morning shocked and dismayed.
Charlie was one of the most effective and helpful Christians of our age. He spoke
rationally, Christianly, and in a God honouring manner. He was a committed father of
two young children, loving husband to his wife, and a strong proponent of biblical
Christian values. He rightly believed and preached that abortion is wrong, that it is
perhaps the single biggest evil in our time, that it results in the masse murder of
children to the tune of millions each year.

For this he was constantly attacked. He stood up against liberal leftist views and spent a
large portion of his time openly debating people in public. During these debates he
would put forward a rational and logical view and invited others to poke holes in his

arguments.

Very few, if any, succeeded at that. At the same time he allowed others to freely
express their opinions and would then challenge them on the aspects of their
worldviews that were in conflict or irrational. For this he endured abuse and, at times,
assault. He stood up for historical views that society has held as given for hundreds of
years. These "radical" views include that there are only two genders, that men and
women are different, that it is good for men and women to have children, that it is
immoral to murder unborn children, that people should take responsibility for who
they have sex with, and that the problem with the world was not primarily "out there"
but "in here". He actively opposed transgenderism as an evil which forces people to
participate in, affirm and champion a lie they know to be untrue.



He did these things because he was a Christian who loved Jesus. He was a patriot who
loved his country. He was a rational debater who loved people enough to challenge
them on beliefs that harm themselves and the world. | do not agree with his view that
gun ownership is a good thing, but He did not force anyone to accept his views. Instead
he tried to convince people through rational argument. He let rational common-sense
thought dictate what he believed, and publicly invited others to do the same.

| believe that that is why he was shot. No, not shot, martyred. Killed for promoting a
world in which Christ ruled. Assassinated for fighting for a world ordered the way the
Creator did. He died as a victim of a spiritual war. A victim of the fight for the very soul

of countries like the USA and Australia that were built on a Christian foundation. He

died after being shot, while openly and publicly inviting debate in his "Prove me
wrong" booth at Utah Valley University. But today Channel 9 (Australia) reported "Pro-
trump personality Charlie kirk dead after shooting on US college campus".

BBC reported that "Trump ally shot dead at campus event". ABC (Australia) ran a piece
titled "Who was Charlie Kirk, the MAGA podcaster and Trump ally shot dead in Utah?".
While this may be media shorthand, it goes to show that these media outlets have
fundamentally misunderstood what Charlie Kirk stood for.

Charlie Kirk was assassinated, not because he supported Trump. He was martyred
because he fought, peacefully, for a world aligned with the design of God. A world
where people weren't forced to participate in lies. A world in which the courage to
speak the truth would be applauded instead of ridiculed. R.F. Kennedy Jr. said it well:
"Once again, a bullet has silenced the most eloquent truth teller of an era."

But perhaps the one who said it best was Jesus himself: "Well done, good and faithful
servant... Enter into the joy of your master."



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dining room mission
HOW TO HELP

The next Dining room mission is Tuesday 23 September.

If you would like to contribute with a cooked meal or pantry staples
please contact Joy van Veen

An Organic Fruit and Veggie co op runs from
our church hall every second Thursday. You
are welcome to stop by to purchase fresh
fruits and veggies.

Next date: 25 September
9:30-12:30 & 16:00 - 18:00
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LEADERSHI® TRAINING - AUKI & SAMASODU

In Juby 005, SWIRA Ministry had the privilge of conduacting bea poreertul Erainicg couriss that et a lasting impast on
Waders and wouhs alike. I Samasodd 29 aders witfen TR COmmunities wend evpveendd with fnesh dkils and hope
during a iwo-day Bibdical Leadership Traning. Later fhai month, over 100 youtte from the Malsita Province gathered ak the
fien Warghip Cartre Tor an epe-gpeneg IraEning en “The End Time Ewenl”, New Bille were 5150 gifved 1o thi Pewly
bagdieed yoaths, thanks 1o SWIN NMinistry. Equipping leaders and yoeith 1o sense and stard strong infagh.
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RATOAA TEAR PROUECT- SARASODU

The DNpaing grojecl in Sasascdu was onof again Blesssd with the arrival of 3 35-member igam. The advance ieam camrs
earber for logistics and preparations on the 19 of July, and the main team came on the B of Juby. For teo weeks, thay
poured their hegrtsy inta serang alongsicks 1B Kstova Community High Schosl teachers, shedents and the surrounding
community. Thie team was ablie 1o huld 3 nivw donmmory, apgrace the school™ Wi-F, amd seen assist in ieaching this

students. Every harmmer |ifted, every kesson shered. and every smile gven refliected the love of Crwist in action It was more
1Ban pask wiork = it was minsgry, This gaarney badass a liwing Etimprny ol o FailRlunss asd e selissy oo He galls

U5 1o shora. Thae seeds 5oren in Samasodu Wil contiroe 1o bear trait for His ghony incthe years bo oorvee. T team left om the
B of Juby 2015, God is good, A the bme, God is good
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KIMGETRIES

Dur FEndsbres have conbinued weekly &l cxpanded In reasibers, messhong, weorships, and pralse. Our weekly Whomen's,
Children’s, Youth sed 5WIK B¢ minstnes bave epch plaged 4 vital rele in bulding our spirBusl jourrey and growth within
Sur neghboneg communnies. To Gt ol the Glory b gragad umo him,
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REPASES B MAINTENANCES — SWIR RASE

Repairs are steadily cartnuing for Howse 4 and the Desd House, including fising t5e broken fank srad obher small
manteranis Tasks. We thank Gad Tor His prosssion and Tor ser desdicated groundman and stalfy, ahe ensunes gur be i
abvazys wiell kept and cared for,

"Whateser wou do, work ot it with ol your hear, & working for the Loed, mot Tor Feman master™ - Colessiang 3113
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PRAISE & PRATLRE PCINTS

Praige;
1, Brasn God for ws Taghlplness strength, care, lose aesd prieision oaes the et du montbs ingur lhes

L. Frame God for the many Ives blessed through the mimetry eHorts of Y810 Fnistry over the weers i the Sodomon
K&,

5. Prace dad Tor the completicn of the new gris” dermilery &1 Katowa High S2haal
Prayer:
1. P lor Goad's Corminued leading and grovision 100 cur Spedations 107 th noel Bee et b i 2005,

I Frag Tar cur daily misislsies reaching cammunities, childssn, youlh and sgaet, waree, prisen minstry (Credsraai], and
kadership Araéning throughoul the next Hive monlse

3. Froy for ohe Waner Projeot 3t Dwainifala—especially tor the sate handling of profect snacerials oo Ewainiala vilage, Rorch
Kalaita, ard for the successiul weork of the project scheduled for Gcbobser 2025,
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Thank ou to =ach one that Faye contribubesd to SWIR through their Fartdul anmre greing, materials or in any form of help
or appreciglion Tossangds The S0 Baae i Saolomeon islands, Maysios Thanks 1o the S8, LT and the SN Dave stal and
maraperrent for thelr dedication im ensuring that DW1 continues o Bete with tee Loed as head of the meslon statement

we sirongly uphold. May God bless, pade and keep you 2l from harm in the coming days. Let lowe shine. et God handie
i rgst. Giwa Lowa, Show Loses and B9 Love. Thank pau all, Bageo tumas and God biess!? Smem
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Term 3 2025

23 July YA Bible study
6 Aug YA Bible studya
10 Aug SYS* (Geelong)
17 Aug YA Social

20 Aug YA Bible s‘t:ucl:,ra
3 Sep YA Bible study
13 Sep YA Social

17 Sep YA Bible studya

YOUNG ADULTS

Series: Jesus the game changer

Location: 70-72 Ennismore Crescent, Park Orchards

& = rime: 7:30-9:30pm

# —— State Youth Service



Our Giving, an Act of Worship
In our Church we have two offerings every Sunday. The first goes toward the ministry of
this congregation. The second offering goes toward various Christian causes. This week

our second offering is for the MAMA Gift account.

If you would like to support the work of you can do so by in Church giving - simply add
your offering to the bag at the back of Church or by bank transfer -

BSB 063-167. A/C 1015-8356

If using bank transfer please indicate whether it is for the first offering “Sun1” or second
offering “Sun 2" in the reference line. Or you can give online via our Church app

https://wpcrc.org.au/give
This week’s
God has no greater controversy with His people today than this, that with boundless promises to

believing prayer, there are so few who actually give themselves unto intercession.

Arthur Tappan Pierson

Personal

As we go into the coming week let us daily pray;

Giving thanks for the unity among us and ask the Holy Spirit to protect us as a church family so
that we may be a great witness for God.

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. (Ephesians 4:2
NIV)

Give thanks and praise to the Lord our God for our Lord Jesus Christ who came and showed us
what it means to be children of God.



Congregational

Please pray for Rommie Chapman as she is grieving the loss of her sister, pray that the Lord will
be her and her family’s comfort and peace.

Please continue to pray for Leon and Anjali De Beer and their baby Zealiah, please do not cease
praying that she will be completely healed.

Please pray for Wendy and Ellie Chapman as they're travelling to Europe and for Leana van
Gent and Ina du Plessis who are travelling to South Africa, pray that the Lord will watch over
them and bring them back safely.

Continue to pray for new elders, pray that the Lord will bring forth those he chooses to
come into this ministry.

Local & Global

Please do not stop praying for our nation, pray that the Lord will do great things in spite of our
leadership.

Please pray for the situation in Indonesia as they are suffering from severe flooding and pray for
Jenna Miller's nephew Callum who is there on a mission trip.

Continue to pray for those caught up in areas of conflict such as Gaza and Ukraine and other
parts of the Middle East. Pray that there will be peace.

Please pray for our brothers and sisters in China.

Before he met Jesus, Guo was overwhelmed with the subliminal message that the church was
the bride of communism. Sheng, a co-worker, invited him to attend a local, official church. As
Guo walked into the building, he read the words on the sign at the entrance: “Love This
Country, Love Our Religion, Honour God, Benefit People.” Inside, the pastor preached a
sermon called Being a Patriotic Christian. Guo sat amidst so-called ‘patriotic Christians’ who
listened as the pastor declared that “the church is a member under the Party’s leadership”
and "“faith should integrate with communism”.

The members, in obedience, responded in unison with “Amen”. For Guo, this initially seemed
correct. But Guo wasn't listening with the discerning ears of a regenerate believer, but with
the ears of an aspiring ‘good citizen’ of China



Guo was, in his pursuits, a good citizen of China: attending the official church, trying to pray and
learning some of their songs. He even began to find a sense of belonging in the church. However,
the external striving failed to quell the internal tempest. The sermons left him unsatisfied and
unquenched. Furthermore, he had questions: “What is true faith?”, “Why do the pastor’s sermons
always emphasise the country and the [communist] Party?”, “Isn't faith supposed to be a personal
inner experience, a choice in life’s path, a pursuit of eternal values?” It wasn't until a year later that
Jesus calmed the internal storm. Guo’s employer sent him to another city to pursue a marketing
development opportunity.

When in this new city, and away from the official church, he met a woman - his neighbour - who
enthusiastically invited him to attend her church, described as a “small gathering”. Guo was
hesitant. He had heard of house churches and underground churches and knew they weren't
officially recognised. His pastor had dismissed these churches as places where “heresy ran
rampant”. But Guo felt he couldn't refuse, and so he went.

What Guo encountered was, to him, strange. It was a place without the typical markers of the
official church: no pulpit, ornate decorations, or officially recognised pastor. Instead, Guo
witnessed a dozen people in a circle with a few Bibles and hymn books. In the service, a brother
shared from Scripture about how Jesus was “the way, the truth and the life”. It was in this brother’s
sharing that Guo discovered that one comes to God simply and only through Jesus. He is at the
centre of the Christian faith - He alone. Not any other religion or organisation or isms. Only Jesus.
“That was the first time | heard the true gospel,” said Guo. For the first time, he heard the
unpolluted, undiluted, uncorrupted gospel. He found the true Bridegroom for the church.

Fast forward a few months, Guo, now a true sheep, was baptised. With time, it became evident
that the official church he once belonged to was fundamentally a bride of communism, not Christ.
When a brother lent him a copy of Wurmbrand's Tortured for Christ, he read about how the
official church was in the business of uprooting religion. A year later, Guo returned to his own city
a changed man. He became a passionate evangelist and started a small Bible study group. With
time, some of his friends from the official church came to the study and eventually came to faith,
to the displeasure of the official church leaders. Guo received a call from the official church pastor,
who accused him of “sheep stealing”. The leader said, “You took away our members, disrupting
the church’s unity. This is immoral! Moreover, your activities outside the official church are all
illegal.”

Guo came to understand that true sheep follow Jesus only. He reflects, “Before we truly
understood the gospel and wholeheartedly trusted in Jesus alone and followed Jesus only, we
weren't even Jesus’ sheep. At that time, although | had the title of Christian, | was merely a
registered religious person in the official church. At that time, we obeyed the Party’s policies. |
didn't have the confidence to know that Jesus would say to me: ‘I know My sheep, and My sheep
listen to My voice’” Guo continues to follow the truth, having true peace and joy as he commits to
listening to the voice of the true Shepherd.

Voice of the Martyrs

The next prayer meeting will be on Thursday the 18th of September at 7.30pm.
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Discussion

Paul says we should “live in a way that matches our calling.” What do you think that
means where you find yourself in your life?

Which of the “ones” in verses 4-6 (one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God) stands out to you most, and why?

Paul says we need to work hard to keep unity. What's the difference between unity and
just “not fighting”?

What makes it hard for you to “put up with” people in love? Can you think of a time
when someone showed patience with you?

Why do you think humility, gentleness, and bearing with one another in love are key
ingredients for unity?

How does baptism remind us that we all belong to the same family in Jesus?

If Christians all share “one baptism,” how should we think about kids in other churches
or youth groups?

How do you see differences (boys/girls, older/younger, different personalities) in the
church family actually helping us rather than hurting us?

What are some small things you could do this week at school, sports, or youth group to
show you care about unity?

If unity is something we have to protect, what's one danger that could break it down
among your friends or family?



Helping




NHAPPY S
BIRTHDAY

Upcomi

BIRTHD

AYS

Cassie van Veen 12 September
Alister Bennie 13 September
Ina du Plessis 14 September

Luke Corney 14 September
Macy Miller 16 September

Suzanne Nel 16 September
Abigail Viljoen 20 September
Pamela Moore 22 September
JD Steenkamp 24 September

Mia van Wyk 25 September

Inge Theron 27 September

Philip Nel 30 September

Who Should | Contact?

Pastor:

Chairman of Session:

Community
Engagement
Church
Administrator:
Deacons:
Music Ministry:

Sound & Visuals:
Children’s Talk:
Sunday School:

Youth Group:
Young Adults:

Growth Groups:

Prayer Chain:
Facilities &
Maintenance:
Newsletter:

Chris Pretorius
Peter Williams
Jenna Miller

Sarah Pretorius

Leana van Gent
Mia Van Wyk
Cassie Van Veen
Sarah Pretorius
Sarah Pretorius
Kasha Schubert
Michael van der
Merwe

Chris Pretorius
Herman Linde
Dale Reed

Leana van Gent

0423 889 913
0431 500 006
0403 650 398

0409 221 277

0452 334 224
0420 817 800
0499 230 872
0409 221 277
0409 221 277
0450012177
0456 960 424

0423 889 913
0411 069 808
0412 216 300

0452 334 224

pastor@wpcrc.org.au
session@wpcrc.org.au
jenna@wpcrc.org.au

admin@wpcrc.org.au

deacons@wpcrc.org.au

youth@wpcrc.org.au

deacons@wpcrc.org.au

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au
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